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MESSAGE 

Please sec attached 



FAX RECEIVED 

JAN 3 0 2003 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN AND TRANSMITTED WITH THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS 
™ ENDED S5lY FOR THE PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE RECIP1ENT(S) IDENTIFIED 
ABOVE. THE INFORMATION MAY INCLUDE AT rORNEY-CLIRNT COMMUNICATIONS AND IF SO 
MAY BE PRIVILEGED AS WELL AS CONFIDENTIAL. IF YOU. THE READER OF I HIS MESSAGE. ARE 
NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIEN T OR AN AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERY TO THE INTENDED 
RECIPIENT YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS INFORMA'l ION IN 
ERROR AND THAT ANY REVIEW, DISSEMINATION, DESTRUCTION OR COPYING THEREOF IS 
STRICTLY PROinBITED IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS INFORMATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIF Y 
UsSm^re^ B? TELEPHONE AT (5 1 2) 347-9030 AND WE WILL ARRANGE FOR RETURN OF THE 
ORIGINAL MESSAGE. TFLANK YOU. , . ^ -J 
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IN IHE UNlTF.n STATES PATENT AND TR AnFMARK OFFICE 




Applicant(s): James John Casto et al. 

Title- INTEGRATED CIRCUIT PACKAGE FNCORPORATING FA5Sf?fe5El^ED 

PROGRAMMABLE ELEMENTS 

Application No.: 09/484,31 1 Filed: January 18, 2000 JAN 3 0 2003 

r rn.m Art I init 28 1 5 TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 

Examiner: E.Lee ^ Group Art Unit. 2813 

Atty. Docket No.: 1001-0087 

■ ~~ January 30, 2003 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, DC 20231 

RESPONSE TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

This paper is responsive to a Non-Final Office Action dated October 30, 2002, having a 
shortened statutory period for response set to expire January 30, 2003. 

REMARKS 

Claims 2-12, 15-25, and 27 are pending in the application. 

Claims 2-5, 10, 11. 17, 18, 22, and 23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,369,437 Bl to MacPherson et al. MacPherson fails to teach a 
packaKe comprising at least one one-time programmable element having a first and a second end 
separated by a programmable link. In the Office Action dated October 30, 2002, Uie Examiner 
states that "[t]he whole semiconductor device may be construed as a 'package.' For example, a 
semiconductor device such as a PAL, FPGA or PLD which contain fuses may be called a 
package or any substrate (i.e. circuit board) it is put on may be called a package." The Examiner 
relies on col. 1, line 46-col. 2. line 32 of MacPherson to support this statement. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the Examiner has misinleipreted the reference. MacPherson teaches at 
col. 1, lines 46-51 that PALs, FPGAs, and PLDs are fabricated and programmed after they arc 
packaged units. However, MacPherson distinguishes between a device and a package and fails 
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